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COVER STORY 
 
The End of an Era 
 
This year we would like to reflect on the careers of three retiring department heads.  Mary Kennedy, Town Clerk, Janet 
Saddler, Treasurer Collector and Finance Director, and Tim Kaiser, Director of Public Works. These dedicated employees, 
likely known by many in town, have contributed ninety-three years of service to our community. 
 
Janet Saddler was hired in 1998 as an Assistant to the Treasurer.  In 2002 she was promoted to Treasurer.  In addition 
to being responsible for the collection of the TownĨs taxes, she served as our representative to Berkshire Health Group 
guiding policy for our health plans in partnership with towns and school districts across the county.  Janet assumed the 
role of acting Finance Director in 2010.  She served as acting director until 2012 when she was permanently appointed 
Finance Director.  With staff changes in 2015 came additional responsibilities as IT manager.  Janet retired in January 
of 2020 after 22 years of service.  She was repeatedly acknowledged in annual audits for her high rate of collections and 
outstanding record keeping. Janet also was an integral part of annually maintaining the TownĨs bond rating through 
compliance reporting and oversaw the recent bond issuance for the Police Station.  Additionally, she served as the 
primary contact for coordinating department budgets, reviewing for accuracy and consistency prior to the Town 
ManagerĨs review. 
 

Mary Kennedy joined the Town in September of 1988.  She worked in both the Town ClerkĨs office and the Town 
ManagerĨs office as an administrative assistant. Additionally, she provided administrative support to the Select Board 
from 1988 to 1992.  Mary became the Town Clerk in 1992.  She added Justice of the Peace to her resume in 1993, 
allowing her to perform countless marriages, many even at Town Hall, over the past few decades. Mary became the 
TownĨs Wellness Coordinator in 2010, helping to provide numerous wellness programs and screenings for staff (as well 
as leading by example through regular marathon running!).  Mary retired in April 2020, after 32 years of service.  Visitors 
to her office were always met with a smile and the four-legged visitor could always count on a tasty treat and a good 
rub behind the ears, as well as a chance to have a photo posted on the wall.  Whatever business dog owners needed to 
conduct in Town Hall, the first stop was always to MaryĨs office.  Over the years, she oversaw countless Town elections, 
State and National elections and Special elections and Town Meetings. Mary had an encyclopedic knowledge of actions 
that town had taken over the past 30 years, whether at annual meetings or at Board meetings. For those items not 
immediately at top of mind, as keeper of town records, she quickly could track down the appropriate warrant or minutes 
to answer the question. This community has been well served by MaryĨs professionalism, exhaustive knowledge and kind 
heart. 
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Tim Kaiser was hired in 1981 as a Laborer. In 1986 took on the role of Drinking Water and Supply Facility Operator. In 
1987, Tim became the Temporary Water Sewer Foreman.  In 1988, he stepped into the role of Interim DPW 
Director.  Four months later, he was named the permanent Director of the Department.  In addition, Tim participated in 
an ad hoc recycling committee in 2005.  He has also served as a Commissioner on the Northern Berkshire Solid Waste 
Commission since 2014. Tim has also served as Acting Town Manager on numerous occasions.  His leadership during 
Tropical Storm Irene and the subsequent closing of the Spruces illustrated his creative problem solving skills and the 
ability to work collaboratively and with compassion. Through overseeing the operations of the Highway Department, 
Water Department and Transfer Station, Tim brought a consistent and responsible approach to managing the TownĨs 
infrastructure, ensuring that roads, operating equipment, pipes and wells were all maintained and protected. Over his 
years of service, Tim developed extensive knowledge of not only what was on the ground, but also what lay beneath, as 
well as the history of conversations, disagreements and discoveries over the years. For his staff and colleagues, as well 
as many in town, a quick call to Tim Kaiser was the more effective solution than hours of potentially fruitless research. 
With his knowledge from years in the field, a thorough understanding of rules and requirements and more than a touch of 
classic Yankee ingenuity, there are many examples of TimĨs invaluable perspective in the built environment throughout 
our community.  Tim retired to pursue his dream of farming in February of 2020. 

It is with immense gratitude that we send these public servants into retirement. They are all deeply missed already and 
we value their commitment and service to the residents of our community over the past decades. We are all wishing 
them many years of health, happiness and continued success in whatever they do and take comfort that they all have 
offered to remain only a phone call away! 
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ELECTED OFFICIALS 

 
SELECT BOARD 
Hugh Daley  2020     Andrew Hogeland               2020 
Anne OĨConnor  2021          Jeffrey Thomas, chair         2022 
Jane Patton  2022 
 
MODERATOR 
Adam Filson  2022 
 
LIBRARY TRUSTEES 
Micah Manary  2022     Deb Dimassimo  2022  
Bridget Span  2022     Peter Mehlin   2022 
Karen Kowitz   2020     Patricia Wilk  2020  
Charles Bonenti  2021 
 
HOUSING AUTHORITY 
Peter Mehlin  2021     Judith Bombardier        2020 
Nancy LaValley  2019     David Mangun          
                           
NORTHERN BERKSHIRE VOCATIONAL REGIONAL  
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Davis Westall  2022     Tim Rickert  2021         
 
MT. GREYLOCK REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Jaime Art  2020     Regina Dilego  2022             
Steven Miller  2022     Christina Conry  2022          
Dan Caplinger, chair 2022           Alison Carter  2020              
Al Terrenova  2020                  
 
 

 
PLANNING BOARD  
Stephanie Boyd  2023     Alex Carlisle   2020               
Chris Winters         2022     Dante Birch  2024 
Susan Puddester                   2021     Bruce McDonald, Assoc. 2022 

 
APPOINTED BY THE MODERATOR 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Doris Karampatsos 2020     Elizabeth Goodman, chair 2022              
Stephen Shepard  2020     Melissa Cragg    2020 
Elaine Neely  2022     Charles Fox   2021                       
Paula Consolini             2022     Michael Sussman 2021   
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APPOINTED BY THE SELECT BOARD 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST BOARD 
Thomas E. Sheldon, Chair 2021      Patrick Quinn   2020 
Stanley Parese  2020       Ruth Harrison  2020 
Anne OĨConnor   2020      Liz Costley  2020  
              
AGRICULTURAL COMMISSION 
Sarah Gardner, Chair 2021     Brian Cole   2021 
Darryl Lipinski  2020     Averill Cook  2022                 
Bill Galusha  2021     Christopher Sabot, Alt.      
 
CABLE TELEVISION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Vacancy   (3) 
 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE: Town Resident 
Joseph Finnegan  2022 
 
Other Representatives Designated by their Committees:  
Philip McKnight (Conservation Commission) 
Linda Conway  (Historical Commission)  
Susan Puddester (Planning Board)  
Melissa Cragg (Finance Committee)  
Jane Patton (Parks Commissioner)   
Jason Hoch (Town Manager)   
Peter Mehlin (Housing Authority) 
 
CONSTABLES 
Paul Yarter                             2020     Andrew Bernardy  2020 
 
CULTURAL COUNCIL of NORTHERN BERKSHIRE 
Cecelia Hirsch   2021     Sarah Sussman  2021         
 
FENCE VIEWERS 
Brian Renaud  2020     Tanya Tidmarsh  2020 
 
HOOSAC WATER QUALITY DISTRICT 
Elaine Neely                            Don Clark                               2022 
 
MOBILE HOME RENT CONTROL BOARD 
John Luczynski   2020     Jack Nogueira               2020    
David Levine  2020 
 
 
MOHAWK TRAIL WOODLANDS PARTNERSHIP 
Hank Art 
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MT. GREYLOCK ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Cosmo Catalano, State Appointed     Scott Lewis          
 
MUNICIPAL SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE  
Kris Kirby   2020    Donna Denelli-Hess 2020    
Jeanne DiLisio       Linda Brown  2022 
 
REGISTRARS OF VOTERS 
Mary C. Kennedy (D) Town Clerk    Kurt Gabel (R)  2021   
Mark Windover (D)  2020    Robert A. Jones (R) 2022   
 
SIGN COMMISSION 
Anne Hogeland  2023     Anne Singleton  2021  
Kathy Thompson  2020                   Timothy Cherubini 2024 
 
NORTHERN BERKSHIRE SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 
Tim Kaiser  2020 
 
SPRUCES LAND USE COMMITTEE 
Andy Hogeland, Chair           Libby Bartels 
Tom Hyde            Nicholas Wright      
Dick Schlesinger       Leslie Reed-Evans             
Peter Wells 
 
BERKSHIRE REGIONAL TRANSIT AUTHORITY 
Brian OĨGrady   2020 (appointed by the Board of Selectmen Chair) 
 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
Vince Pesce            2021     Andrew Hoar, chair 2022  
Robert Mathews            2024                     Keith Davis   2024     
David Levine            2023     
Alternates,  Jane Nichols 2024  Amy Jeschawitz       2024 Eunice Marigliano 2024                                 

 


